pictures: 
As seen on the little Fiat-Abarths is on the Cooper-Twini-Mini the boot-lid 
a small gap open, because the tiny cuts don´t bring enough air for the 
engine (top). The instrument panel is very full, because each engine has 
its own gauge.  On the BMC-Twini-Mini you have furtheron the storage board 
on each side (down).Normally the gearchanging will be done by the bigger of 
the gearlever. The rear engine take nearly the complette place behind the 
seats, so it´s covered with sound isolation. 

Have a closer look through both interior pictures. Absolute different typ 
of gearboxes I think. On the top picture you see on lever on the normal 
place and the other on the high of the handbrake. The handbrake lever is 
mounted beside of the steering column. On the BMC Twini the gearlevers  are 
side by side. Karsten 



                   217 KM/H in the MINI with 2 Engines 
In opposite to an two engine aircraft are the twin engine Motorcars 
scarcity value; cars like the Citroen 2 CV Sahara are more curios then 
practical. possible these will change in the near future, because BMC 
prepares the series production of the twin engine sports utility vehicle 
Mini Moke, which runs great last winter in the deep snow. Not enough with 
it, BMC now working on the development of twin engine cars. The series 
production of twin engine sportscar with 4 wheel drive comes to reallistic 
possibility. With two standart Mini Cooper engines you come to an power 
weight ratio of 6,3 kg/PS – a sensational value seen on the relative small 
amount of costs. Not enough with for the Cooper people: they build an 
prototyp with an power weight ratio of 4 kg/PS, which will be the drivers 
of Ferrarri Berlinettas to deal with. 
The idea, twin engineered Minis to build, was done at first from the 
designer and racedriver Paul Emery. He took two normal 848cc engines with 
subframes, tuned with twin carbs and special exhaust system. The rear 
engine were put on the place were normally the rear seats and boot were. 
Both clutches were running by an hydraulik system, also the  accelerator 
pedal is coupled with both engines. The control of the rear gearbox is 
quite difficult, because the gearshift mechanismn is on the outer end. But 
Emery realeased the problem with an flexible shaft as normally used in the 
aircrafts. 
For the racing season Emery like to build in two Mini-Cooper engines. He 
hopes to get an better acceleration as an Jaguar E-Type. However these very 
keen Mini he see as the first step of an evolution; his plans are going on. 
On his drawing board he has an streamlined  2-seater Coupe ready. With an 
plastic body it should run up to 240km/h hopes Emery. The acceleration 
should better than any other series sportcar of the world. 
He hopes to sell the car for around 18000DM (1963) if it´s build in bigger 
quantity. 

Up to now the strongest Twini-Mini was build by Cooper, with an front 
engine of 1098cc and 84PS and rear engine with 1220cc and furtheron 98PS. 
Means together 2.3cc and 182PS in an 720kg Mini!!! These Cooper has 
naturally disc-brakes on all 4 wheels, but still it´s standart 5.20 x 10 
tyres. All for an speed over 200km/h. The gear ratio were 3.7:1 (instead of 
3.5:1) should he run shortly over 220km/h! 
Meanwhile BMC had build an own Prototyp with two 997cc Mini Cooper engines. 
Foremost the civilized Twini around, the rear engine is buld in an sound 
insulation box. Both gearboxes are shift in one lever in the middle. 
Grilled cuts in the bootlid and on the side over the rear lh wheel to get 
enough air zirculation to the engine. 
It is expect that BMC will bring the Twini to the Targa Florio. Furtheron 
it is very prof that an small batch out of minimun 100 cars will be running 
to get these car homologate to the 2 litres GT-Class. (time tells different 
today) 
These little two-engine missile has an breathtaking accelleration, but 
although held its problems. To drive demand all your sennses, you have to 
look through both of the engines and you have to handle it too. Ones they 
have all other cars in front: If one engine failed, you still have another 
one to drive!!! You only have to cut the connection at one gearlever to the 
other engine and put the not in use gearbox to neutral, that´s it. 

These story was written by Gordon Wilkins in the german Auto, Motor und 
Sport, 9/1963
